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INDIANAPOLIS, DEC. 26, 1846.
Smithsonian Institute.

We have been unable heretofire to notice the pro-
ceedings of the Board of Regents of this national

institution, at their session held at Washington early
in December. We now avail curselves of the follow-

ing summary which we find in the New York Even-

ing Post:

The Board of Regents have manifested noble Fm
at their Lectt session. Tho:’“mueﬂionof Tm-
essorshi ures has been he
salary or the Secretary was fixed at §3.500, and
when the buildings are completed a house will be
added. Mr. Jewetty, of Brown University, Provi-
dence, will, it is stated, be the Librarian. The Sec-
retary bas the appointwent of the office, but the
have indicated their choice. His salary will

be $3,000.

The President of the United States gave his ready
assent to the application of the Regents fur the ap-

riation of the whole of the large reservation of
called the ** Mall,” to the purposes of the insti-
tulion.

Various questions have been discussed by the board,
and a series of resovlutions adopted. These resolu-
tions invite the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury,
of War, and of the Navy of the United States, re-
spectfully to furnish to Consuls and other public
officery in this and foreign countries under their re-
spective departments, such suggestions as they may
deem proper, in rd to the rement, as oppor-
tunilyproﬂ'eum, af::gi.lionl to mmum of the lpr-li-
tution, especially to the ethnological department.

The Secretary of War is also invited to furnish
similar information to the Commissioner of Indian
affairs for the pur of procuring collections illus-
trating the natural history of the country, and, more
especially, the physical history, manners and customs
of the various tribes of nborigines on the Nerth
American continent. And the sam of five bundred
dollars is annually appropriated to procure and trans-
port these collections.

The public geneeally ate invited to furnish contri-
butions to the museum.

For the year 1847, one thousand dollars is appro-
priated for laying out the grounds of the Institation,
and for the purchase, transplantation, and temporary
fencing of the trees therein.

For the present, out of the interest accruing to the
Institution, the sum of /20,000 is appropriated for
the purchase of books and the gradual fitting up of a
library, and all other incidental expenses relating to
the library, except the salaries of the Librarian or|
Librarians,

The sum of four thousand dollars is also approptias
ted for the purchase of philosophical and chemical
lprntns, models, &c.

t was resolved that it was expedient to include, |
uitimately, in the plan of the Institution, popular lec-

Webster on Finance.
Our readers will recollect that Mr. Webster asserted,
rs

during the last session of the that
the ican war cost half a million of ML
The Message of President Polk shows that the who
expense of the war, during the seven months it has
existed, only amounts to about seven millions of dol-
Jars. 1f Mr. Webster's statement had been true,
instead of seven millions, the war would have cost
up to this time about §105,000000. Mr. Webster
was in error only about §98.000,000! A handsome
little difference this. Daniel, we believe, was never
distinguished for accuracy in money matters. It is
seldom that he remembers the amount of his own pe-
cuniary obligations, or the time when they are due.
He supposes that Government adopts the same princi-
ples of extravagance in spending the people’s mogey,
that he does in his private affairs.

An intimate friend of Mr. Webster relates the fol-
lowing story, illustrating the rapidity with which he
spends his small ch2nge. Not many years ago a small
party of wealthy manufacturers of the Bay State were
about to visit the Springs. They were desirous that
Mr. Webster should accompany them. He told them
that he could not, as he had not the requisite amount
of spare funds. They immediately subscribed a purse
uf five hundred dollars and presented it to Mr. Web-
ster, which, with every allowance for his well known
liberality or extravagance, was supposed would be
sufficient 1o pay Mr. Webster's ex for a week
or two, at least, at that fuhiomﬁe place of resort.
They started for the Springs with Daniel as one of
their party, and on the moruing after their arrival, to
their astonishment they were informed by Mr. Webster
that he must return immediately ! The reason of this
speedy return was demanded, and ti.cy were nromptly
told by him that be was outof funds ! Another purse
was immediately made up, and Mr. Webster was thus
enabled to stay a little longer.

Mr. Webster's financial abilities are not of the first
order. He may, probably, have believed that the war
bas cost half a mullivn a day; but such a belief only
proves that he is extremely ignorant on the subject.
His statement to that effect 1s not more absurd than
are his other statements in relation to the Mexican
war. The epinion of Mr. Webster on any important
subject connected with party politics are not worth a
bowl of clam chowder. He is a feed attorney of a
few wealthy manufacturers, and is ready to assert
any thing they wish him to.—N. Y. Giobe.

There is a wide diiference between the financial
estimates of Mr. Webster and those of Mr. Walker.
Mr. Webster estimated the expenses of the war at
half a miilion a day, and Mr. Walker makes them a
million a month. gir. Wubster estimates the receipts
from the customs, under the new Tariff, at tweaty-
three millions, and Mr. Walker at twenty-eight. Mr.
Webster supposes that the amount of the public
debt, if the war should continue till next Spring, will
be one hungred millions, Mr. Walker estimates the

tures on useful subjects; as on agriculture and its
Jatest improvements ; on the productive arts of life;

~».on the sciences, and the aid they bring to labor; on

common school instruction, including the proper con- |
struction of school rooms, the most improved appara- |
tus for teaching, and the most judicious management, |
moral and intellectual, of children in commoun schools ; |
also, if suitable lecturers be found, on history, natu. |
ral and civil, including the physical history of the |
various races of men, and the gradual advance of|
each to its present state of civilization; on political |
economy, in its practical connexion with the evvry-1
day business of life; and, generally, on any de-|
partment of useful knowledge not strictly profes-

sional.

Other resolutions were read, but not adopted, upon
the suggestion that it was desirable that the Secretary
elect should be consulted before their adoption. The
sentiments expressed by them are that if the funds of
the Institution permit, it is desirable that such lectures
should be delivered; not only at Washington, but
gradually and successively at different points in ail
the States in the Union, either by permanent profes-
sors or temporary lecturers engaged on behalf of the
Institution. |

Also, that there may be properly included in the
plan, the publication, periodical or otherwise, of

lar tracts on the above subjects.

And as one of the most effectual means of increas- |
ing knowledge among men, it sha!l be made a part of
the duty of one or more of the officers who may be

by the institution to institate original re-
searches in the branch of science to which he may be
devoted ; and that it shall be the duty of the secretary,
when such researches eventuate successfully, to com-
municate the results to other scientific societies
thoroughout the world, and to invite, in return, com-
munications of a similar character from them.

In case of the ization of a board of profess-
ors, the said secretary shall be, ex-officio, president of
the said board of professors, with the usual rights and
powers of the president of a faculty.

The resolution relating to the popular lectures, &e.
was adopted by the Inug, but at a subsequent session
reconsidered and postponed until its next session.

A Joxe.—Our neighbor of the Journal seldom at-
tempts a joke, but in his paper of Dec. 23d, he lets
off one of the most unique kind. He says—

“0rWeare tified to notice in our excha
l.hata:’ﬂn: ekctiongr:f Whig officers of State, bynfl:
present Legislature, has given general satisfaction,
not only to the Whigs bat to the majority of the De-
mocratic party. It was, in fact, an occurrence look-
ed for wi.lr equal certainty hy both political parties.”

This is decidedly rich! especially where it under-
takes to speak of the majority of the Democratic par-

not be quite courteous enough just at thig juncture !
‘We should like to know where the Journal obtains its
wonderful knowledge as to the feelings of the Demo-
cratic majority regarding the matters spoken of ! The
nature of men and things must Lhave taken a very
sudden and remarkable change, if the Journal be cor-
rect. But we imagine it is not correct, and that it
must bave been dreaming—of the State printing or
something else—when it made such a ludicrous state-
ment. That they might bave looked for some such
result is quite likely ; for with all the professions of
liberality on the part of the Whigs, they could not
bring themselves to practice enough to suffer the clec-
tion of even a Circuit Judge of democratin politics ;
and it is quite likely that the Democracy anticipated
as much, as the Journal says. Well, they are con-
firming precedents which their past course has already
established, and perhaps it is well enough for them to
continue to use their accidental power with a stroug
hand. It will teach the Democracy a good lesson,
But it is cruel for the Journal to erack jokes about jt !

(<7~The Courrier des Etats Unis, the French pa-
per of New York, which generally leans a little to-
wards the whig side of politics, comments as follows

upon the course of the Whigs in Congress in refer-
ence to the administration and the war, and which it
is evident they mean to keep up :

“[t is manifest that the administration is destined
to encounter from the whigs an opposition bitter be-
yond example. The recent elections have elevated
the hopes and confidence of that party to the highest
pitch. But it is to be feared that the intoxication of
its trinm may unsettle its judgment, and lead it
into suwicidal excesses. For instance, we are con-
vinced that it is a fatally mistaken policy—this des-

assault of the whigs o the Mexican war,
and their attempts to cut off the means necessary to
bring it to a close. The honor and interests of the
country,” continues the journalist, less foreign than
the federal loaders, “are considerations far greater
than those of party, and when you bring them into
collision it is the latier which must go down. The
message has re-established the justice of the Mexican
war firmly in the public judgment. It is usecless w
deny this. As in the € matter, the Fresident
has succeeded on his a to the tribunal of public
opinion. Mr. Polk’s advocacy of the administration
in masterly. e is fully a match, in this r t, for
Mr. Webster, o whom, by the way, he bas given one
overthrow especially overwhelming, It is where be
-hmubz.tlao dates that the Massachusetls senator,
though he now treats the erossing of the Rio Grande
by General &kw as an ‘ipvasion of Mexican or

wil." did so recently as July 8, 1842,
in a despateh signed with his hand, &’m’d

that the terri 1 the

amount of the debt of all descriptions on the 30th day |
of June, 1845, at forty-eigit millions, including the
expenses of the war, should it continue till that time.
Perhaps it may be found that the Secretary has rather
underrated the expense of the war. Much, however,
is propesed to be saved, by withholding appropria-
tions which, in ordinary times, would be deemed ex-
pedient.—N. Y. Journal of Commerce.

-

Congress--War Debate.
Wenxespay, Dec. 16,

Mr: Borp moved that the House go into Committee
of the Whole on the state of the Union ; which mo-
tion was to, and; N

The Sreaxer called Mr. Bovd to the chaif:

REFERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT'S MESSEAGE.

The cominittee resumed the consideration of the
resolutions snbmitted yesterday by Mr. Brodhead it
relation to a referente of the President’s Message.

Mr. Gextey atidressed the commitée. He had
intended at some more advanced period of the seseion,
when it presented itself in a tangible shape, to say
something on the question of the Mexican war. But
the debate y, as well as the denunciation of
his, [Mr. G's] party, had induced him to change his
purpose, and to speak now. It was more to show
that be was not afraid to speak than from any other
object, that he did speak then. The President had de-
scended from his high position, and violated its pro-
prieties, by declaring in his message that they who
presumed to call in question his prudence and wisdom
in conducting the war, were, in fact guilty of treason;
and the President's liegemen seemed ready to volun-
teer in the work of reiterating that denunciation
against every American freeman who had the inso-
lence to call in question the conduct of the Executive.
Now he (Mr. G.) spoke in order to hri:;? himself
within the range of these denunciations. He and his
friends were put on their mettle as well as their pat-
riotism. They were called on to proclaim their inde-
pendence ss freemen, or to trockle to Executive me-
uwace. Therefore, he spoke. He did not intend an
elaborate discussion of those constitutional questions
which had been introduced by learned gentlemen in
the course of the debate; but it was to announce his
own opinions on the war, and assume their full re-
sponsibility. A man, he beld, might be loyal, and
yet opposed to the President. Attachment to the Ex-
ecutive was no necessary mark of patriotism. The
mistakes of Jaw and fact which had been made arose
from the melancholy impression which appeared to
prevail, that the President was the government, and
possessed unlimited power. They seemed to be rapid-
ly advancing to that maxim of monarchical allegiance,
that the king could do no wrong. Though a man
might vote supplies and fight on the battlefield, he
was, forsooth, no patriot, unless, spaniel-like, he knelt
at the feet of the Executive. That was the spirit
which had characterized the debate. He protested
against it. Let those whose servility of soul quali-
fied them for the menial task truckle to the Execu-
tive; but he and his friends had a nobler destiny to
ful6l. They stood for the defence of the constitution.
They had no disposition to truckle to a petty usurper,
who came into power against the wishes of the great
men of his own party, and whose personal character
was unworthy the favor of the meanest minion that
shouted in his train. The American spirit yet lived ;
and would pot sustain the acts of the present acci-
dental President of the United States. He held it as
a general rule, and would in ordinary circumstances,
gladly conform to it, that in time of war all should
unite and wait until its end, then to call the public
officials to a strict account. But they know not for
what object the war was waged—they had no asso-
rance that peace would be soon made. In view of all
these circumstances, silence was a ¢rime ; and it was

Navar Exrroir.—A letter from a naval officer, |

dated offf Vera Cruz, Nov. 27th, describes the cutting
out and burning of a vessel, directly under the guns
of San Juan d’Ulloa, as follows:

* Last night some of our officers projected and exe- |
cuted quite a brilliant affair, which, if not so very |
important in a military point of view, had a spice of
bravado which was certainly creditable. It was the
burning of a Mexican schooner, moored within pistol
ghot of the castle. She was the Creole, well known
at New Orleans as a packet, and I believe somewhat
notorious for her connection with a certain slave ques- |
tion which was a subject of diplomacy some years |
8go. She was about four miles from our lnchonge!
and had been an eye sore lo us, whenever we were in |
sight of the town. The feasibility of burning her at |
her woorings had been for some time discussed, nnd‘
last night she was set on fire and destroyed, by three
of our officers with five men in a single boat.

On nearing the schooner, the boat was discovered |
by her crew, and the alarm was given by hailing the !
castle. The bells of the castle were rung and the
lights of the town displayed. This did not, however,
deter our brave fellows from boarding the schooner
and setting her on fire. Seven Mexicans were found |
on board, and forced into our boat as prisoners, and
landed at Sacrificios. In setting fire to the train, the
first attempt failed—the light was then accidentally
extinguished—every lhing%uuhed ominous of failure. |
The use of fire-arms would have provoked the fire of
the castle. One of the Mexicans was forced to find
fire, with a pistol at his head. It was a single coal, |
and it was on the point of going out. To save the
last chance, Mr. Hynson then pourad powder from his
hand upon the coal, and succeeded. e was, howev-
er, considerably burned. After going into the boat,
in order to make sure, the officers returned to make a |
second fire in the hold, and having no other means of
carrying the fire they lore up their shirt tails, which
burned remarkably well. The Mexicans must be |

|
|

diverse purposes a Yankee shirt may be put to; the
other day at Tuspan it was a flag of truce—that is, a
*fathom * of one was.”

The Picayune of the 12th says:

** We expect to hear by the next arrival from the
Gulf that Com. Perry has made a descent upon some

ico on the 2nd instant., with the U. States steamship
ississippi, the steamer Vixen, sloop of war John
Adams, and schooners Bonita and Petrel, on an expe-
dition unknown. The mystery observed in regard to

the destination of this force argues the importance of |

the service that has been assigned it, but Com. Perry
is one of those officars who does not keep friend or
foe long in suspense as to what he is about.
The Picayune also has the following paragraph :
“ To prove unguestionably that something is brew-
ing, it 18 known that Lieat. D. D. Porter arrived in

our city yesterday from Washington, empowered to
recruit immediately five bundred able bodied seamen

and a large number of landsmen for the squadron.

Lieut. P. is a son of Com. Porter, and one of the most
cative officers in our Navy.

Tue Bommamomext or Vera Cruz is made proba-
ble by the course of prepartaion. The ordnance de-

partment at Fort Mouroe, (Norfolk,) is busily engaged
in preparing howitzer batteries, bombs, rockets, &ec.,
to be sent to Mexico upon a requisition of Gen, Scott,
and a company of one hundred men specially qualified
for that service are to go with them in charge of
Captain Huger, with Lieut. Charles P. Stone, Lieut.
Hagner, from Washington, and another officer whose
pame we have not learned. They are expected to be

in readiness to leave Fort Monroe about the first of
January, direct for Tampico.

(<7=The forty children from Europe, who pass un-
der the cognomen of Les Danseuses Viennoises, are

attracting a good deal of attention in New York city.
The Globe says:

Their performances are certainly the most wonder-
ful and pleasing ever submiited to the public, and met
with the most decided success. Their dances consist
of groupings in figures of classical beauty—now re-
sembling baskets of luscious fruit—now like clusters
of flowers, harmonious in color and ul in form,
and then, by the easiest and most unitform movements,
forming beautiful spiral shells, or that chariot of the
water nymph, the elegant nautillus. Their wonderful

and novel perfurmances created quite a furore.

07~1t is stated that the Mount Savage Iron Com-
pany, near Cumberland, Md., has stopped operations.
The stockholders of the company are almost all Eng-
lishmen, the capital having been brought to this coun-
try for the express purpose of monopolizing the man-
ufacture of ‘railroad iron. The prospects of the
company were most excellent ; but by paying a salary
of $10,060 per annum 1o their president, and from
$3,000 to §3,000 1o the superintendents, besides the
maintaining of other expensive supernumeraries, have

somewhat astonished when they find out how many

!

i

important point on the Mexican coast. He left Tam- |

Nodoubt that was the
could never carry

stand it. The ancient Commonwealths of

ton,] that

the duty of all representatives of the people to speak
freely aboat the objects, motives, and conduct of the
Executive. The President was the executive officer
of the Union; and even as commander-in-chief he
was but the executor of the will of the nation, and
bad no right whatsoever to make war for any objects
except such as had been declared by the national leg-
islature. He (Mr. G.) felt called on to join issue with
the President in a point of veracity. He did not be-
lieve the assertion of the President, that the war had
not been waged for conquest. What had happened
with regard to the Oregon territory?! They all re-
membered what the President said about their right
to that territory. They all remembered that it was a
common rumor just before the projel of the President
was submitted to the Senate, that the Secretary of
State said to the Senators who staked themselves on
the right to all of Oregon, he would sooner lose his
right arm than sign such a trealy. They all remem-
bered the famous anathema of a distinguished Sena-
ator |Mgr. HANNEGAN] on that point. And yet that
projet was submitted to the Senate, and the President
thus shifted the responsibility by saying he could not
act without advice of his constitutional advisers, well
knowing what the advice would be. And what did
the American minister say in reply to an invitation to
a public dinner? Why, that he knew the views of
his government before he left, and that in laboring for
a settlement on the 49th parallel he was carrying out
hose views. He (Mr. G.) believed that conquest
was the object of the war. Proof of that was abun-

dant and conclusive. The people of the United States

| would be at no loss to find the proof; and if Joyal to

their free institutions, there could be no doubt a5 to
their action. He quoted from Secretary Marey's let.
ter to Col. J. D, Stevenson. Did that show that the
President was repelling invasion? These mcn were
to go to California to repel invasicn, and procure in-
demnity from Mexico! No. The object was too
manifest. All the sophistry of the message, su much
eulogized, which was nothing but a bundle of low
demagoguical flings and perversions of truth, would
not gull the people. It was not known who James K.
Polk was, and he wished to let all the world know
who he was. The President was not willing that

iJohn Tyler should be more conspicuous than James
(K. Polk. It was notin a

irit of noble rivalry either,
for he (Mr. 3.) did not believe the Pres.dent capable
of such a high emotion. The President, in trying to
make the people belicve that Texas had conquered
and maintained her jurisdiction over the territory of
the Rio Grande, had altogether failed. The honora-
ble gentleman from Richmond [ Mz. Seopox] had him-
self denied that. No fact had been presented to show
that Texas had ever established her jurisdiction over
that territory. No man in his senses could be deceiv-
ed by the sophistry of the President on that point ; he
sought to make the people believe a lie. It was true
that there was a custom-house beyond the Nueces, but
it was most disingenuous in the President from that,
to pretend that therefore the United States had exten-
ded its jurisdiction over that entire region. He quo-
ted a resolution, offered by Mr. BexToON, in support of
his position. Honesty and truth were, after all, the
best policy. The long history of Mexican outrages
from the beginuing to the preseat time, had been pre-
sented by the President, who then attempted to show
that these were the causes of the war. Such ay ar-

ument was intended not for men of sense, but only
or fools, He (Mr. G.) did not deny that at the time
of the collision between the United States troo
and the Mexican army, if the President had brought
forward an array of wrongs before Congress, he
(Mr. G.) would have voted for a war. But all that
bad been extorted. It was under the gag-rule that
the Congress of the United States, acting under a ne-
cessity which left no other course, were obliged to
vote supplies. The President himsell waged the war,
with reference to his own objects, and without con-
sulting the American will as uttered in the voice of
C . _No indication of the American will sus-
tained the President. He himself had rushed madly
ioto the war, and was gulty of usurpation—a posi-
tive vivlation of the constitution, which it were moral
treason not to denounce, He (Mr. G.) held that the
territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande was
subject of dispute, and its occupancy by the American
troops was a declaration of war—it was an act tend-
ing to war—which did produce war—and was, there-
fore, a practical violation of the constitution, which
vests in Congress alone the power of making war. It
was a usurpation of power not delegated by law to
the Executive. He distinetly assumed the position that
all that part of the territory, except what he had allu-
ded to, between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, was
subject to dispute. He quoted from Mr. Carnoux's
communication to sustain this ition. He would
like to know the instructions to Mr. Slidell. Why
the simultaneous movements of the ariny and navy at
that time?! When that information was submitted,
and the people would know the object of the
war, and could tell w its object was conquest or
not. The war was evidently ;;rn(uct«l in an impro-
per manner. Why were the forces sent to Santa Fe
and California ! The only object was conquest. The

gentleman and leamed jurist from Illinois, [Mz.

purty, bad mid that the conquest gave tbem Tight 1
rt ! ve right to
ge - and they could mb]i-h‘:anmm! there.
grand scheme of conquest. They
it ont. Even duuocu?

equ{dnot

B e

from Tennessee, [ Mr. Stan-

great kmnuflhe“m was the

tion of the of Mexico.
&m%ﬂ&o“w

- - o~ - . a—

derstood him as saying that the unjust acquisition of
Megican territory was Lo be the feature of the age!
Mr. Genrry supposed him to say that events were
tending in that direction. ;

Mr. StaxTon then su that the
vould scarcely have a correct idea of the
gu-ge.hmpm such = construction on his |
remarks. :
Mr. Gentry rejlied, that very probably that fead
true:  But he was willi i
reinatks to the learned, in ortler to see whether their
interpretatiot of the gentleian's language was not
correct.

Mr. Staxto¥ had stated distinetly that he did not
desire (o see an inch of Mexican territory acquired
unjustly. But be said that the tendency of events
was to that result. What! Not the wresting un-
justly of Mexican territory, but to procure the annex-
ation of a large portion of that territory.

Mr. GexTRY proceeded in his denunciation of
the President. He bhad been guilty of repeated
violation of the constitution. The people should
come to the rescue. Were they to have slave-
ry in that vast territory! Would the north submit
to that! Would they have a cordon of free States
there on the borders of Texas! Let them look to all
that. That :S:Iestion bad already shook the Union to
its centre. ly by patriotism, whkich he feared no
longer existed, had that threatened calamity been
averted then. He believed that there were bad men
who wished a dissolution of the Union. He called
on the patriotism of the other side of the House, to
unite in putting down the usurper in the White House.
He was against the aunnexation of any territory by
conquest. Was it not declared in the constitution,
that all men were created freeand equal, and the only
source of legitimate power was in the consent of the
people? How conquer and subjugate any people, and
im on them any furm of government without vio-
lation of that principle of the constitution! Where
did Commodore Stockton get authority to appoint civ-
il officers in California ! The President was involved
in the dilemma either of admitting that his position
that the territory was in the limits of Texas was not
true, or that he had trunscended hie legitimate author-
ity. It was revoictiopary Texas which was in that
discussion. Her boundaries were to be settled by the
law of conquest by which, in rebellion—and here the
hammer fell.

Mz. Kexxepy then obtained the floor, and addressed
the Committee. He desired 10 know whether the
gentleman who Lad just sat down wished to be
ed as one of those who extended “ aid and comfort™

ing I.li on the President!
bea i
 the
the
lish lan- the American )

. 8.'s] and ctrried on an unrighteous and doholy war against
:b:ei;hburhg republic.

ling to submit his colleague’s | they

responsibility by heap-
It wouldnot do! It might
party movement, blit how did it Jook in
eyes of honest men and of the world! Suppose

te of the war succoeded in ing that
Congress and Executive commenced

to erawl out of the

What kind 6f attitude would
assume in the eyes of the world! Did
want to disgrace their country! The fact was
he (Mr. K.) did not believe that tlemen were ns
otic as they pretended to be; in other words, be
id not believe that they really regarded the war as |
wrong. They knew better. The evidences were
clear, and conclusive, and powerful; and he would
not be guilty of the egregious folly of attempting to
make out the case more clearly than it had been made
out already. All knew that the war had been forced
upon them. All knew that the United States govern-
ment had borne insults and outrages from Mexico
longer than would ever have been submitted to from
any other government or mation. Had England or
Frunce, or any other respectable government, treated
them with such contumely as had been manifested by
the Mexican government, long since the honor of the |
country would have been vindicated. But Mexico
was a feeble
nal feuds and dissensions ; besides, itapproximated toa
republican form, and excited their sympathies. Hence
it was that the United States government bore with
its insults and outicges, till forbearance ceased to be
a virtue. Mexico took advantage of that forbearance,
and made an onslaught on the American people on
their own soil. The United States was thus driven
to the wall. Natiopal dishonor, or a prompt punish-
meunt of the offender was the only alternative. But
all that gentlemen kuew well enough. He would tell
what was the eecret; he would speak plain. The
American people knew that the gentlemen opposite
believed that the war was right, but wighing to get
the government into their own bands, they endeavored
to make it the point of attack on the President of the
United States. That was the whole secret of their
opposition. Therefore it was that they denounced in
the present chiefl magistrate what they would be very
ready to justify and applaud in a President of their
own choice. 'Was that not the fact! What was the
complaint against the President of the United States !
What was the grevious charge against him?! A
usurpation of power! Well, he (Mr. K.) would let
out a secret on that head. The truth was, that the
President had carried on the war with a little more
vigor and success than the gentlemen opposite ex-

to the enemies of his country?! It was only such

President of the United States; and he (Mr. K.)
understood the gentleman to declare his desire to come
within the range of those denunciations. If such
were indeed the object of the gentleman, he had an
amount of nerve which entitled him to much credit.

Mr. GexTry. Does the gentleman attribute such a
position to me!

Mr. Kex~epy.
press a desire to bring himsell under the range of the
President’s denunciations.

Mr. Gextry, Yes; for the purpose of showing
that I despised and scorned them !

Mr. Kexseoy. Iam willing to give the gentleman
the benefit of his explanation. Aithough the gentle-
man has shown a great deal of earnesiness in the ad-

he has manifested a great want of tact. The Mexican
government may have men on this floor of more abili-
ty than those they had in the field; but, after all, they
want tact. If—

Mr. GextrY. The gentleman—

The Cunarman. Does the gentleman yield the
floor !

Mr. KevxeDpy.
explanation.

Mr. GexTRY.

Oh! certainly, for the purpose of
I suppose the gentleman has a right

that I am giving “aid and comfort™ to the enemy, he
jumps to conclusions which have no foundation in fact.
And—

Mr. Kexxeoy. 1 assume nothing—

Mr. Caamsax. The gentleman from Tennessee
has the floor for explanation.

Mr. Gextay. If he means that giving “aid and
comfort” to the enemy, is to express the belief that in
certain circumstances our libertles are more endan-
gered by an usurping President, than by one thousand
well-appointed invading armies, ] am giving *“‘aid
and comfort.” T am upholding the constitution of
my country by refusing to yield it up to an usurper
and his servile adulators. If I assumed any other
position at this time, I should be preparing the way
to make my country as degraded, base, and infamous
as is Mexico.

Mr. Kexxepy. Was all that phillippic added
to the gentleman's hour, or was it to be subtracted
from his (Mr. K's!) If the latter was to be the case,
he must say it was hardly fair. The gentleman had
denounced the friends of the administration in the
most vehement manner. He (Mr. K.) would not
characterize his mancuvres and gestures, by which
he indicated that the friends of the administration
were in the habit of crawling to and fawning on pub-
lic power. Those gestures were not, to say the least
of them, remarkably classical—they were not alto-
gether very well fitted foran American representative
hall. But he (Mr. K.) would like to know whethe
the gentleman felt himself capable of worming and
twisting and fawning for executive favor? If not,
how came he to suspect any body else! He (Mr.
K.) held himself above either being guilty of the act
or admitting himself to be capable of it by charging
it upon any other man. The President had a right to
speak to the American people ; and he (Mr. K.) felt far-
ther, that he had the right, and that it was his bounden
duty to denounce to the American people these en-
gaged in an unlawful effort to balk and thwart their
country when engaged in war; and although he was
willing to accord to the gentleman the fullest liberty
of speech; he was willing to allow him if he chose
to denounce the American President on the floor of
the American Con as a liar; yet he would ask
if those who believed that the President was right had
not an equal liberty of speech? He desired to know
if the liberty of speech and of the press in this coun-
try was secured ouly to those who wished to libel and
defame this government ! Were those who felt called
on to sustain the government and maintain it, 0 have
their mouths closed by denunciations of “‘usurpation,”
and a disposition to infri upon the freedom of
s h and of the press? nf{ﬂe (Mr. K.) did not so
read the rights and privheges of American citizens or
American representatives. It was said that they were
a greal people; and that was surely a veryd great
Congress. [A laugh.] What were 1 oing !
Hanrg, in I.he[ -econdg w:!:ek of the oecotﬂhey-_iuugof
that Congress—afier having at the first session voted
a declaration of war against a foreign enemy—here
they wero engaged in criticiging and catechising the
American ernment for having carried out that de-
claration of war! That was a great business !—and
that too in the face of the enemy. The old-fashioned
way-—and it was said there was nothing new under
the sun—the old-fashioned way of doing the business
was tlat, when it was supposed that the government
was wrong in going to war,a vote against the declara-
tion was the proper way of opposing it, fullowing out
that procedure with denunciations ahd opposition all
through to the end. That was the course which was
adopted and pursued duirng the last war. And the
men who followed that course then had had their epi-
taphs written with the finger of scorn by an American
people; and yet they were honest men in comparison
with those who, after having themselves given the
sanction of their votes o the war—afier having them-
selves plunged their country into an ** unholy war,”
turned round and denounced it from beginning to end!
He could recognize a man as having a drop of moral
hoaesty, if not polil_iul, who counsistently opposed a
war from its inception; but the man who first voted
for a war, and thenopposed it, he regarded as a knave,
unworthy of any position in any society which main-
tained its m in the eyes of the world. What!
were they y so degenerate that they were afraid
of assuming the responsibility of their own acts!
Would they sneak into a war, and then try to sneak
out of it by thmwinpv the onus upon the Executive
nlone? *Ah! but,” the gentleman said, ** we voted
a lie in that declaration for the of extricating
General Taylor from the Mexicans!" W as he not
aware that long before the supplies and aid then voted
could reach um, General Taylor would have extri-
cated himeelf'? Certainly they must all have known
that. Now the naked truth was, the old leaven was

persons who came under the denunciations of the |

I understood the gentleman to ex- |

vocacy of the enemy's cause on this floor, certainly |

to arrive at his own conclusions ; but when he assumes |

pected. He ventured to say that if the President had
failed to prosecute the war with vigor—if he had
conducted it in such a manner as would have lost ter-
| ritory instead of gaining it, the gentlemen opposite
| would have been in much better humor that day. [A
|laugh.] But what was the President todo! Did not
| Congress direct him to carry on the war?! Did not
Congress put men and munitions of war in his hands,
and order him to carry on the war as their Executive?
What was he, then, to do?! Did they complain that
he had taken possession of California and NIew Mexi-
co?! No. But they complained that the President
held on to the territory! Did they want him, then,
to overrun and desert the country as fast as he gained
possession of it?! Were they willing to have this
war carried on, but unwilling that the provinces thus
acquired should be retained! It was all a paltry
quibble. The smallest stickler for constitutional right
|could hardly be excused in fastening onlthe miserable
| point that gentlemen attempted to make. The Presi-
dent bad assumed no authority beyond that granted
by the constitution of the United States, He (Mr.
K.) had been surprised to observe a member repre-
senting a slave district [Mr. GryTry] attempting to
cast a firebrand into the discussion.
That gentleman had said that it was all very well—
let them keep the territory, but when they got it they
| would go to quarrelling about it like two dogs over
their prey. What put that into his head ? The wish
| was father to the thought ! Thaat gentleman imagined
| that the great democratic party would not be stopped
lin_us career unless he flung that firebrand in their
| midst béfore the time came. But the gentleman reck-
{oned without his host. He did not understand the
| great bond of security which kept the democratic par-
|ty together. Judging of the causesof division which
operated so potentially in his own party, the gentle-
man supposed that such a contemptible thing as that
would disturb the harmony of the great democratic
party. But that party was held together by the great
| principles of freedom and free government. What
suggested the idea to the gentleman that there were
| mea who wished to break up the Union? Did he de-
sire such a state of things? Such a desire wherever
entertained was far from consummation—and why ?
All the politicians, whig and democratic, might unite
in that effort, but they would fail. The people knew
the value of the Union ; and he who raised against it
a parricidal band would be overwhelmed by the indig-
nation of the peopie. He (Mr. K.) was not going to
vindicate every thing that had been said or done
the President. He cared no more for the President
individually than he did for any other person who had
treated him genteellyand who was entitled to respect.
But he was at the head of the executive of the nation,
and he (Mr. K.) hoped that he would ever be preserv-
ed from the mortification to himself of denouncing
such an exalted officer of the government as a liar—
as an individual in whom no confidence was to be
placed, and whose words were not to be believed. He
would say this, however, that if the President of the
United States had neglected to have moved forward
the army, in view of the circumstances which sur-
rounded them when the advance of the troops was or-
dered to the left bank of the Rio Grande, he would
have regarded that officer of the government as liable
to impeachment ; aud he believed that he would have
been impeached by the opposition. The truth was,
they had adopted I'exas into the Union. It was a le-
gislative act, and he (Mr. K.) was not going out of
the way to argue that question over again. It was
settled oy the American people. By their legislative
act, they admitted Texas into the Union. It wesalso
true that her boundaries were not very clearly defined.
Not having had any political connexion with Texas, the
overnment of the United States did not know exact-
y what those boundaries were, and it reserved to it-
gelf the right of an investigation of the whole mat-
ter. Texas magnanimously gave that right. What
did the Executive then do? In pursuance of the
agreement to which he had just alluded, the Execu-
tive of the United States proposed a settlement of the
open boundary qnestion wilhnmehxico by negotiation.
Mexico refused to receive their minister, and in vari-
ous ways declared that she intended to settle the mat-
ter by the sword, and designed to conquer Texas. It
was said that the President should have stopped at the
Nueces—that that was the boundary. Now, did any
of the acts of Texas ize that as the boundary ?
Not one. What right, then, had the Executive to
stop there ! [t was true, to be sure, that a very dis-
tinguished scoator [Mr. BexTox,] took that view of
the boundary ; but his opinion would hardly have been
taken as a justification of the Executive, had he re-
cognized that as the bo s and failed in the full
discharge of his duty. The Executive was bound to
regard the acts of Texas herself as prima facie evi-
deace of the boundary. So much on that point. But
the religious men had been appealed to in this case.
To them he (Mr. K.) wished to address a few words.
They bad a great regard for Mexican blood. Well,
let them allow him to say that he entertained as great
a horror as they did of war and bloodshed. He was
raised amongst that old sect—the Quakers ; but
he confi he never could go the non-resistance doc-
trine. A chap once, in his school-boy days, tried his
faith in the maxim of giving his cheek to the smiter,
but he was inclined to believe that he (Mr. K.) whip-
rui him out of any desire to repeat that experiment.
A laugh.] Who—who, he asked, were indeed re-
spouneible for the blood which had been siied in this
war! These religious gentlemen were the men! It
was their speeches—their exhortations—their denun-
cintions—their professions of the opposition of the
American people to the maintenance of the Texan
boundary as against Mexico, which had induced that
miserable and besotted nalion to suppose that a war
for the vindication of the honoa of the United States
and for the maintenance of its just rights, would not

had rushed madly into the conflict. It was the
same religious influences which induced the Mexicans
to continue the contest and refuse submission.

the course pursued by such religions

led the Mexicans to allﬂ:
the United States wi

u-(ﬁna)_mmﬂ
?{?.hnd. he helievvd.y-id all that occurred to him now
on the subj

vernment distracted and rent by inter- |

be sustained, and hence it had been that the Mexicans |
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- with grest pide:

But was it pot stfange, he would

ask, that all the sympathy appeared to be bestowed
upon the Meximn:,‘! In the midst of all this clamor

aguinst the Execttive, was it not singular that the

opposition affected to forget all the wrongs and out-

rages perpetrated on Amerioan citizens ! There were

too many, he feared, even in the halls of legislation,

who, as they gazed on those pictures—ecloquent of the

greal men and great deeds of other days—which or-

namented the rotunda, should feel abashed, and hang

their heads in shame, as the sense of their own de-

generacy came full u them! The men who, at

such a crisis, could Joad their government with abuse,

and for the sake of a little paltry political capital,

undertake to assail their Executive for vigorous pros-

ecution of a war in defence of the national honor and

the national rights, must be signally deficient in those
qualities of mind and heart which were necessary to
constitate & genuine American. He (Alr. K.) bhad no
interest in defending the President, except so far as
that defence was connected with the defence of the
country. The President was quite capable of defend-
ing himself. Some of the gentlemen were not a little
irritated at him for undertaking that defence in his
Well, it was provoking, as the defence
was so completc. But had not the President a right
to defend bimself ! Yes ; it was quite fair and prop-
er. And reslly be (Mr. K.) would have no objection
to put that little man against the whole bunch of them.
[A laugh.] In conclusion, he woold say to the oppo-
sition, *go on, but count the cost.”” 1f you persist in
your unpatriotic course, remember that for you too,
there yawns the unhallowed grave of the men who,
in 1812, denounced the war, forsook their country in
the hour of peril, and extended *‘aid and comfort to
the enemy !”

On the same day a debate occurred in the Senate,

which is referred to by a correspondent of the Ohio
way of épliifgs,

Statesman, as follows :
Mr. Westcott, of Florida, jost l?

I presume, introduced a resolution for the reference of
so much of the message as related to jurisdiction ovet
the uered territories, to the Committee on Terri-
tories, of which he is chairman. This was cool {
more especially when, as Messrs. Allen and Bentorf
remarked in reply, there was not one word said in the
message upon the subject of jurisdiction over the tere
ritories in question. Messrs. Allen, Benton, and Se-
vier each scalded poor Westcott to their heart's con-
tent ; the former, in the course of his speech, sug-
gesting that a resolution to refer the portion of the
message treating of jurisdiction over the moon, to the
Commiltee on Territories, would have been quite as

appropriate. Crittenden and Archer also spoke, evi-
dently in extenvation of Westcott ; who, by the by,
made three or four short speeches in the course of the
day in the vain effort to explain how, when, and by
what manner of reasoning he had brought himself to
the eonclusion that his resolution was proper in the
premises. On motion of Crittenden, it was, however,
quietly laid on the table.

FOREIGN NEWS
STEAMSHIP CAMBRLA.

The Cambria arrived at Boston on the 16th inst.,
after a passage of a little over 12 days from Liverpool.
We have room only for the following brief summary
of news:
The most prominent political news by this arrival
is the obliteration of the republic of Cracow, the last
remnant of Poland, by the combined powers of Rus<
sia, Austria and Prussia.
The cotton market has been very extited. The
Manchester trade feel very indignant at the present
movement, supported by speculators only—upwards
of 23,000 bags being taken by speculators since Tues-
day last, at a rise of three-eighths of a penny.
The English ports are to be opened.
Indian corn is quoted at 56 a 53 shillings per quar-
ter. American flonr bad advanced one shilling per
barrel in Liverpool, closing on 3d instant with a down~
ward tendency.
The Spanish papers call on France and England to
establish a monarchy in Mexico, to save that country
from falling into the American Union.
Ireland is enjoying more tranquility, and iandlords
have adopted efficient and successful measures for re-
lief’ of the people.
General Flores, the South American renegade, is
reported to have sailed from Spain with one thousand
monarchists to conquer the republic of Equador.
The steamer Great Britain is still on the rocks.
Belgium has opened her ports uatil October 1st,
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by | 1847, and export of food is positively prohibited.

The Pope has authorized the people of Rome to or-
ganize their own local police, which is deemed an
immense concession.

The Queen of Portugal is ina critical position.
The rebellion is very general, and it is supposed that
she will be compelled to abdicate.

Fresh troubles have broken out in India. The Brit-
ish are preparing for new conqueste. England has
protested against the occupation of Cracow.
Parliament meets 19th January.

Garnrson’s ReTurn.—The abolitionists of Boston
held a meeting in Faneuil Hall, for the pur of
welcoming home WiHiam Loyd Garrison. ﬁwud
Quincy explained the object of the meeting, and pro-
posed a series of resolutions welcoming and eulogi-
sing Garrison, and approving of his mission to watch
and unmask the “ isy of the American
delegates in the Alliance,” &c. Garrison followed
Mr. Quincy, and was allowed to speak without being
interrupted by any marks of di ion uptil he
said that he “had been three times abroad to obtain
foreign belp to put down slavery in America.” This
remark was received by hisses.

The Boston p&lnn of the Ist and 2d inst., state
that the exports of breadstufls and other products still
continue very lur}a. “indicating a great influx of
specie from abroad, and favoring an easy nsOney mar«
ket for some months to come.
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CINCINNATY, Decembér 33.—~Flour—84iéd
300 barvels from store at $3 65 ; 136 do
110 do at same § 199 do at $3 65; S0 and 200 at
do city mills at §3 65 delivered; 240 do
800 from White Water canal at 65 deli
$3 62 ; 100 do at $3 65 delivered.
Hogs—The continves firm, i
tending upward, The sales heard of yesterday
head, at $3 10 2 $3 124; 1000 to 1100 Jo st same; 520
in lots, st §3 10; 340 do av 1 190 Ibs, 2t $3 074 ;
225 do from wagons, at $3 a2 $3 10, and s contraet for
8000 head to arrive this week, at §3 00 per 100 Ibs net,
Whisky—S8ales of 119 and 101 barrels from canal, st 1S§e;
40 do from wagons, at 15§c; 40 do from river, at same,
Green Meats—A sale of 17,000 Ibs Sides, from block, a1 8.
G“Drimd Apples—A sale of 100 bush from store, st 86e—
€.
BALTIMORE, December 19,5 o’clock, P. M.~In Ballis
more t:ulmh ing our mmha::d no commercial gulﬁ-
gence by Cambria, except as was brought leles
gph, which has caused an entire suspension of business ia
r. Holders of city mills are askiog $5. Some holdess of
Howard street brands also contend for the same price. There
were 2,000 barrels of city mills sold yesterday at $4 574,
A sale of Howard street flour was alse made at $4 75 yes=

b
The telegraph fails to report anything relative to the mar-
kets this moming in New York. Iamqm from New York,

dated st five o'clock yest

but are not fully depended upon. The flour market was
firmer before un':um,u yesterday’s prices; but on

Eoldenwm’nl i lmdlokuv what 1o ask ; and but few
u appear at Tance. Oum..wun
hg:;-‘l'uod 50?::’5.000 barrels Gennesee, The sales, as

far as [ could Jearn, did not exceed 1,000 barrels Michigan
and Gennesee, at §5 50, for home wse. The market will

bly settle to-morrow ﬂumm
“ ln wheat nothing was done. of Genesee were

very | rather disposed to advance their views, bul nothing

{o indicate what the market really w

firmly, and old would p‘;:.bly

as, is




